
 

could borrow it. 
The words of the prayer, ‘Lord 
make me an in- strument of 
Peace’, particularly spoke to Anna’s heart.  Anna made contact with the 
Waiheke Fraternity and has attended 18 meetings to get her to her pro-
fession day– a measure of her willingness to be bought deeper into the 
love of Jesus through the ways of St Francis. 
Fr Lucian Armstrong (OFM) presided at the Eucharist and received An-
na into the Waiheke Fraternity. 
It was a joyous occasion and celebrations continued afterwards with a 
luncheon in Anna’s honour. 

Lijana Anketell 
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Anna with Lijana and Sr Joan Timpany 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

DECEMBER Jonathon, Francis, William & Carolyn 

 

JANUARY  Sacha, Donna, Janice, Ken, Cathy & Stuart 

 

FEBRUARY Susan, Sonia, Chrissie & Rosalie 
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR 

2004 has been quite a busy year for us at G.I.F.T. The major feature 
was the Audit for Certification carried our in April by International 
Certifications. This was very comprehensive and a great deal of effort 
was put into the development by both Grace and Alice. We were suc-
cessful in obtaining Certification for the next two years. 
We were very sorry to lose Rosalie Davey from our Gift House but were 
able to gain Sonia Lewer who had been attending the Gift Programme 
for a number of years. We still have Lung Hei Lee coming in regularly 
for Respite Care and Trish Ireland coming in occasionally also for Res-
pite. 
Much in the way of alterations and renovations was carried out. The 
main items being: the renovation of the  office and classroom area, the 
provision of a ramp for emergency wheelchair exit from the classroom, 
the whole interior of the office, classroom, and workroom as well as 
the passageway ramp, staff bedroom and one resident bedroom were 
all painted and now look fresh and clean. The backyard of Sinclair 
House had the broken concrete removed and renewed. Much effort has 
been put into developing a garden at the rear of Sinclair House and 
now fresh vegetables in the way of silverbeet, spinach, beetroot, is find-
ing its way onto the tables of both houses and soon green beans, zuc-
chinis, tomatoes, peppers and herbs will be available. 
I wish all our residents, staff, Board Members, Volunteers and Support-
ers a Holy and Happy Christmas and God’s choicest Blessings for the 
New Year. 
Brother Gabriel 
 

FROM THE R.E. CO-ORDINATOR 
Just a quick rundown of the past couple of month’s activities during 
our Saturday sessions - there is a lot to fit into this last newsletter of the 
year!  October saw both the Study Group and the Companions focus on 
the story of the 10 lepers and remembering to say ‘Thank you’ to God.  
In November both the groups had their Advent lesson with the Study 
Group making an Advent book (which works in the same way as a 
wreath).  Each week had a double page devoted to it with the matching 
picture of a candle, prayer and decoration of Christmas cards glued in.  
A lovely way to help prepare for Christmas.  The Companions made an 
Advent wheel to hang on the wall.  The wheel turns to reveal the ap-
propriate candle and short intention - be kind, be helpful, say sorry, be 
happy!  We finished the year as usual with our Christmas activity day 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Pat Sneddon, Sacha & Art.                    Sr Judith, 
Jackie, Val & Sr Mary Foy 

 
 

 
GOOD LUCK JANET   Janet, our SMSM novice, celebrated her First  

Profession of Vows on the 8th December.  She has been missioned to 
work with the handicapped in Bangladesh for 4 years.  We wish her 
well! 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 
Our sympathy and prayers go out to Trisha Ireland and family, who 
lost their beloved mother, Joyce, on the 9th December.  May the Lord 
hold you close to Him at this sad time. 
 
 

 
 
 

ANNA’S PRO- FESSION INTO 
THE ST CLARE  
FRATERNITY  
OF SECULAR FRANCISCANS 

 
It was a very humbling experience to be at Anna Hodson’s Profession 
Day.  I was deeply touched by her prayerfulness and humility. 
Anna’s commitment began way back in 2001.  Sr Jean gave Simon a 
beautiful book on the life of St Francis of Assisi for his First Commun-
ion Day.  Anna, when visiting, would read this book and asked if she 



 

William.  Everyone had a great night! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Sr 
Catherine, 
Gerard, 
James, a Ran-
furly 
 

 Above: Erin the Red Devil, Br JP (or Ratbag and Sacha.     
 his evil twin brother!) and Sonia 

 
 

ASB TRUST BBQ 

 
In November the GIFT Board held a BBQ for the residents, their families 
and members of the ASB Trust to thank the Trust for their generosity in 
the past year.  With funds provided by the Trust we have been able to 
carry out the renovations as mentioned in Br Gabriel’s report.  The 

Trust members, Pat Sneddon, Brian Lythe and Sr Mary Foy, en-
joyed catching up with the residents and their families.  We 
also farewelled Sr Judith Leydon who retires from the GIFT 
Board at the end of this year.  Thank you Sr Judith for your 
support over the years.  Thanks too to the wonderful caregiv-
ers who prepared all the food for the evening and to Pepe who 

manned the BBQ. 
 
 

 

in the church hall.  What busy little elves we all were - so productive!  
Everyone had the choice of making Christmas cards, an Advent chain, 
painting Christmas ornaments or just colouring in for those not inclined 
to cut, paste and paint! 
Thank you to parents and caregivers who have supported GIFT this year 
just by bringing our friends along each month.  It is a joy to work with 
them!  Thanks, too, to my wonderful band of volunteers - Br Joe, Sr Cath-
erine, Charmaine, JP, Sr Marie Annick, Janet, Georgina, Patricia, Roy, Di-
ana and the many students from Marcellin and Marist Colleges who have 
come along to help me.  God bless you all!  Happy Christmas to everyone 
and may you all have a peaceful and restful New Year.  

Caroline 
 

END OF YEAR MASS 
 

Our GIFT end of year Mass was a joy to behold!  What a wonderful way to 
finish our year at GIFT.  This year just about every one of our friends who 
came along took part in the Mass in some way.  Members of the Study 
Group read:  Susan, the New Testament; Anna, St Francis’ Peace Prayer (in 
recognition of her becoming a secular Franciscan); Sonia, most reverently, 
lit the second Advent candle; Gail, Erin, Rosa, Sonia, Michael and Carolyn 
read the prayers of the faithful; and Madeleine closed the service with a 
prayer.  Eleven of the Companions took part in a Nativity procession.  
While Ken played ‘Silent Night’ on the accordion and everyone sang 
along, an array of angels, shepherds, kings and Mary and Joseph pro-
cessed up the aisle and then stood in front of the altar.  What a magic mo-
ment it was!  Sacha was Mary; Stephen played Joseph; the heavenly host 
of  angels were Elizabeth, Trisha and Jemima; the shepherds were played 
by Daniel, Vicki and Munija; and our 
very regal kings were played by  
Warwick, Johnny and Janice.  All of 
them played their part beautifully.  As 
our living Nativity scene stood in front 
of the altar, Ken played ‘Away in a 
manger’ as the offertory was bought 
forward by  Sandra and Mary.  A huge 
thank you to everyone who took part in 
the Mass - especially to parents and 
caregivers for getting cast members to 
the church early - and thank you to 
Georgina, Sr Catherine, Kalo and  
Charmaine for assisting with the ‘production’.    



 

 The three Kings: Johnny, Janice & Warwick. 
       Angels, Elizabeth & Jemima.  Sacha and Ste-
phen as         Mary & Joseph are seated 
     Daniel, Vicki & Munija as the shepherds.                Mary & Sandra bring the offertory to the 
altar. 
 

HOLIDAY AT THE BEACH 
 

On the long weekend in October Warwick, Sacha, Rebecca, Gavin, 
Sonia and Rosa went on a holiday to Angela’s beach house at Stanmore 
Bay.  A great time was had by all!  On the Saturday we went off trip-
ping around to Shakespear Regional Park and to the Whangaparoa 
Steam Train (which was unfortunately closed but we still fed the farm 
animals there).  We had a treasure hunt along the beach in the sun-
shine on Saturday afternoon and on the Sunday afternoon we relaxed 
with some art and craft.  On Saturday night Angela, Ella, Trisha and 
Helen joined us for dinner and an impromptu disco - everyone had a 
great time dancing madly to Boney M!  We finished the night with a 
quiet prayer time.  On Sunday morning we all went into Orewa to at-
tend Mass.  It was up early and on the road heading back to Auckland 
on the Monday - Grace, Kalo and Caro-
line feeling a little weary and everyone 
else relaxed and re- freshed!  
Thanks to Grace 

and Kalo who made 
the weekend happen and run 

so smoothly. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Scenes  from 

the holi-
day: 
Left: 
Eve-

ryone 
on the steps of the 

house. 
 Centre: Sacha, Sonia, Gavin & Rebecca 

     on the beach. 
     Right: Taking a break while walking Shakespear  Park. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do you recognise any of these people? 

 
 

HAL-
LOWEEN DISCO 

 
On the 30th October the annual GIFT disco was held, this year with a 
Halloween theme.  We had witches galore, monsters, mysterious ladies, 
an angel, a devil,  Dracula and a host of other strange and scary  
characters who danced the night away to music provided by our DJ,  


