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G.I.F.T.’s Sky City Christmas Lunch
It was a wonderful December
morning and the residents of
G.I.F.T. and a few non residents were so looking forward to it. The day was the
9th of Dec and it was their
first ever Sky City Christmas
Lunch.
The Lunch was at the
Fortuna restaurant. Warwick,
Jane, Trisha, Sacha, Jackie,
Mark, Tai, Jenny, Judy and
John along with the support
team of Peta and Jesse and
General Manager of G.I.F.T. -

Mylene, completed the group.
The menu was an eclectic
mix of mouth watering Continental, Japanese, Indian and
Kiwi favourites: Christmas
ham, beef roast and Indian
curries were savoured by all.
But the favourites were the
desserts: Christmas pudding
with cranberry sauce, fresh
fruit salad, a wide variety of
mousses.
Two hours of fine dining and
lots of chatter later, it was
time to leave. On their way

out they enjoyed the grandeur of the Sky Tower looming large over them. They
took a few minutes to admire
the sight.
Everyone was in high spirts
when they got back to the
G.I.F.T. Centre.

Would they try a different
place next time. “No, we
would like to go there every
year. Its now a custom for
G.I.F.T,” said John. one of
the residents.
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G.I.F.T. residents enjoying a Christmas lunch at Fortuna Restaurant, Sky City.

And some Christmas celebrations back at the G.I.F.T. centre

Prayers, caroling, gifts, Christmas
goodies and smiles all around.
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G.I.F.T. launches www.giftcentre.org.nz

The G.I.F.T. Centre is now
42 years old and continues
its mission to “Provide a
sacred and fulfilling environment where companionship
for life's journey is shared
with those who have an
intellectual disability.”

Taking Sister
Jean’s vision of
“walking with
our intellectually
disabled friends
as they discover
the Lord” to a

A Website is the window to
the world and G.I.F.T. has a
lot to offer. So G.I.F.T. is relaunching its website in early
Feb 2016.
Its logo is simple and inspiring and is a feature of every
page. The Home Page showcases glimpses of the services of Residential Care, the
Religious Education Programme, the Holiday Programme. There’s also a

wonderful walk through
about the history and the
mission of G.I.F.T., the
services and support system.

contact with G.I.F.T. as
Board Members, Life Members, Volunteers, Support
Staff and Residents in the
“Mission” Section.

The site aims to reach out
to the intellectually disabled
and their families giving
them an easy understanding of what to look forward
to as members of G.I.F.T.
in the “Services” Section.

It captures the Newsletters
through the years.

It also speaks to socially
concerned individuals on
how they can make a difference in the lives of the intellectually disabled, in the
“Support Us” Section.

The website captures the
vision of Sister Jean for
G.I.F.T. of “walking with our
intellectually
disabled
friends as they discover the
Lord” and will now have a
national
and
global
audience.

It captures the personal
experiences of the different
people who have come in

There are some interesting
touches of art sprinkled in
the site, created by the
members .

national and
global audience.

A snapshot of “Support G.I.F.T.”
There are many ways you
can support G.I.F.T. as a
corporate partner, as a
volunteer, as a monetary or
a gift donor.
Corporate partners can
give of their services and
make a difference in the
lives of the G.I.F.T. members. Like a hotel providing
them a weekend in the
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year, an airline providing
them a free trip, a restaurant arranging a special
meal for them.

The
contribution
of
volunteers is priceless.
Helping in the Religious
Education
Programme,
supporting in weekend
events or trips, conducting
training in music, art or

crafts are just some of the
ways to support G.I.F.T. as
a volunteer.
A monetary contribution is
welcome or you can sponsor a gift to meet some of
the essential needs of
G.I.F.T.
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Christmas Mass and Nativity Play 2015
Christmas Mass 2015
at Good Shepherd
Church.

As we approached Christmas,
the excitement was abuzz in
the G.I.F.T. Centre as the
members prepared for the coming of the Lord with a Christmas
Mass. The mass was held on
the 6th of December at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church,
Balmoral.
Reliving the Nativity in the form
of a Nativity Play performed by
the G.I.F.T. members is the
highlight of the Christmas
Mass. The
families of the
members were present in full
strength as they applauded the
performers.

Priest at Good Shepherd Church.

Deacon John did an excellent
job of training the cast.
The Christmas Mass was celebrated by Fr. Ezio Blasoni, a
former Chaplain of G.I.F.T. and
Fr. Phillip Sullivan, Parish

Afterwards, the families assembled at the G.I.F.T. Centre for
snacks and meeting each other.
A sumptuous spread of sausage
rolls, Christmas ham, strawberries, berry pie awaited the
G.I.F.T. members and their
families.

The Nativity
Play
performed by

the G.I.F.T.

Nativity Play Cast

members is
Angels: Trisha, Jackie,
Jemima

the highlight

Shepherds: Erin, Lisa

of the
Christmas

Angel Gabriel: Sonia

Mass every

3 kings: Lun-Hei,
Warwick, Michael

year

Mary: Judy S
Joseph: Andrew

Meet Tai, G.I.F.T.’s newest resident.
Conversationalist, music aficionado, song writer, imitation
artist, are some of the facets of
this talented new member of
G.I.F.T. called Tai.
His full name is Petaia Lane
and he is affectionately called
Tai by all the other residents
and staff at G.I.F.T. Centre.

He speaks of everything under
the sun, but his favourite topic
is
music. He writes songs,

sings and plays several instruments: piano, guitar, harmonica
and drums. He also does voice
imitations of all the residents
and staff of G.I.F.T. as well as
celebrities like Prime Minister
John
Key
and
Arnold
Schwarzenegger.
He is very attached to dad
Frank who visits several times
a week, and often does daylong jaunts with Tai.
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G.I.F.T. Centre

In 1973, Sister Jean Sinclair, founded G.I.F.T.
(Growth In Faith Together) when intellectually
disabled children were not included in the Sacramental Programme by parishes in the Auckland
Archdiocese.
Sister Jean conducted the G.I.F.T. Sacramental
Programme at different locations across Auckland.
The membership to this programme increased over
the next few years.

26-28 Telford Ave
Mount Eden
Auckland 1041.
Phone: 09-6209524
Providing
a sacred and fulfilling
Email: info@G.I.F.T.centre.org.nz
environment for those with
intellectual disability.

When a G.I.F.T. member expressed concern about
what would happen to them when their parents
were not able to support them, Sister Jean
instituted the Residential Programme called G.I.F.T.
Centre.
After Sister Jean retired, the G.I.F.T. Centre which
now includes G.I.F.T. House and Sinclair House, is
run by a specially created Board appointed by the
Archdiocese of Auckland and is also funded by the
Ministry of Health. The current services include
Residential Care, the
Religious Education
Programme and the Sacramental Programme.

Mylene: “Its been an inspiring two
years”
When you first visit G.I.F.T.
Centre you will be greeted by a
warm and endearing General
Manager in
Mylene Caballero.
Always smiling, Mylene has been
efficiently managing the day to
day operations at G.I.F.T. for 2
years. The support staff respect
her and the Board has great confidence in her.
Mylene came to G.I.F.T. as a
Residential Care professional
having worked for a large
Support Service Company in
New Zealand,
Spectrum Care
and Idea Services. She has 15
years of experience as an HR
professional and Residential
Care Specialist, and a BS in
Psychology,

“Working with G.I.F.T. has been a
great learning experience. In
addition to managing the support
team, I acquired expertise in
Finance, Budgeting, Operations

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Residents: Jan 15 - Sacha Hayes,
Feb 3- Susan McCrae, Feb 4 Sonia Lewer, Mar 5 - John Overwater, Mar 27 - Mark McCormick
Staff: Jan 4 - Luigi Ramos, Jan 31Rachelle, Apr 17 - Pepe Lavea

FAREWELL
Miriama
Housekeeper at G.I.F.T. for 15
years. She retired in Dec 2015 to
spend more time with her children
and grandchildren.
Mylene Caballero, General
Manager of G.I.F.T.
and Legal with the guidance of the
Board.”
Mylene says that it has also been
very rewarding. Of the many touching experiences, she was most
humbled when Noeline McCrae,
mother of Susan - a resident, commented, “Everyone is so comfortable at G.I.F.T. There are a lot of
smiling faces. And a special
warmth. Susan is very content.”

The Newsletter is available online on the G.I.F.T. Centre website: www.giftcentre.org.nz

John Hawkins
Religious Education Coordinator for
6 years and very dedicated to the
cause of Intellectual disability. He
moves to a new role in Epsom parish.
Isak
Community Support Worker at
G.I.F.T. for 2 years, he was very
passionate about helping residents
achieve their goals. Has moved to
Airport Transport.
IN MEMORIAM
Val McCormick
Passed away on Oct 31, aged 87.
She is the mother of Mark McCormick, a resident.

